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HIS1DRY OF USS CANBERR~ (CAG 2) 

USS CANBERPJ.. (CAG 2), a guided missile heavy cruiser, is nan:ed for 
the city of Canberra 1 Australia, commemorating the loss of the Austra.li~.m 

crui ser Hl1fi.S CAN3E.RHA in the First Battle of Savo Island, 9 August 1?1;.2. 

CAN!:ERRA \.'as orj.ginally built as D heavy cruiser ( CA 7C) by the 
Bethlehem Steel Company of Quincy 1 Ma ssachusetts. Her keel was lai<-1.. 3 
September 1941 and she v1as launc!1ed 19 April 1943 under the sponsorship 
of Lady Alice C. Dixon, i-Tife of the Australian 1-liniste:r to the United. 
States . Tl1e ship vas placed in cowmission at the Boston Navy Yard on 14 
October 1943 under the command of Capt.<:~in A. R. Early, USN. 

On 25 Novembe r 1943 CANBERl~ soiled on shakedo~n tr~ining cruise to 
Trinidad. , Bri ti::jh Hes t Indies. She returned to Boston on 31 December for 
post-shal·~ecovn OY<::rhaul and departed for the Pac:Lf:Lc on 11~ Jcmwu·y 1944 . 

·She embarked passengers at San Diego nncl arrived at r('arl Harbor on l 
February 19ttt~. 

CANBERRA conducted brief training operations i n the HawaHan area 
the12 steamed to t ake part in the capture and occupation of the Marshall 
Islands. C!l 14 February 1944, ohe !llBde rendezvous with Vice Admirel 
Mi tscher ' s fe.med Carrier Tasl( Force 58 and became a screening unit of a 
carrier task group under the command of Hear Admi:cal Sa;uuel P . Ginder in 
carrier SAR41'0GA . She operated with the task group for stril\:es aga i n.:;t 
Enh;etolc, £.~::~Tsht.~ll Islands until that atoll '..rns secureu Oil 2'7 Fe!lruary. 
CALiBER!~.<\ put into :::.e1vly von Majuro Lagoon on l !~arch then j oined the 
YORKTOWN carrier tasl( group at Espiritu Santo 1 New Hebrides Islands . On 
23 March the task group sailed for carrier strikes on Pul~u, Yap, o:J.d 
l>!oleai Iolnnds 1 x·eturning to Majuro o~ 6 April 194!~. 

While a t Majuro , CAJ:>13ER!1A became a screening unit of the ENTERPRISE 
corrier gro'.lp ami departed 13 .L\pril for air strikes agtlinst Hol.landia and 
Hakde airf~. clG.s, i::-1 support of the lanclings of Ger:eral Il:ncArt.::.u.r 1 s t:ccops 
in Ne·.-~ Gub.ea. On 29 April 1944 the task Group cor:l:nenced fighter sweeps 
ago i nst Trulc. The next day CAI'Ii3EHRI\ joi:1ed Rear Ad.!niraJ. Jesse B. Oldendorf 1 s 
Sstawan Bomba_rdment Group . At 1610 she connncnced. shelling th:::t island) · 
scoring 20-25 hits on t he l and.:Lng strip, and starting three fires, includ:i.Cb 
one large otl fire . The bombardment group r e joined the carriers on 1 ~ay 
for further strikes on TrlLI< that same day and returned to Majuro on 4 i·!ay 
1910-i- . 
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Ck£-JBERHA joined the carrier ta ;;k group of Hear Admiral A. E . tvlcr.::gomery 
in the ncif carrier HAi.:~P, departing l'r:a j uro on 15 I~ey f or a tra ini r.g practice 
raid. sgainst Marcus and Hake J s ln11ds a:1d returning 26 May 194L~ . Shi:! then 
joined the screen of Rear Ad.mi:ral H. H. Reeves tesk group which included 
the carriers HORNET, YOHK'l'OWN; BELLEAU h'OOD, end. :£1\'rAAN . In com_pany id th 
Vice Adm:Lral Mi ts cher ' s Tusk Force ~8 , this task group sailed on 6 ,Jur:e 
1944 to take part in the capture and occupation of' the Mar:lanas Islar:.ds . 

From 11-13 JLme 1944, t he carriers la\L.Jched preliminary strikes against 
airfields of Gue.r.1 and Tiotn hlands, then steamed north for s td.ke s on Iwo 
Jima and Chichi J:ima in the Bonin I sl ands . ~ihile r eturr.ing from thes e 
stril\:es the carrier aircraft conducted long range searches for units of a 
large J apanese Fleet which ivas reported. closing the Marianas. On 19 June 
19L~4 , the Battle of the Philippine Sea opened when enemy plane s headed for 
t he Task Force ..,mre intercepted by fighters froril the carriers. 'I'he enemy 
eircraft were driven off' vi thout coming 'Within sight of CANBERRA ' s task 
group. I n this action) CO!llillonly r eferred to a s "The Mayj_:m as Turkey Shoot" , 
the J apanese lost over 300 planes. Late in the a fterr.oon of 20 June the 
Japane se Fl eet was sighted at extreme r a nge and all available planes "'ere 
launched to attack. The planes returned from the strike after da:rlc and 
were guided by searchlights and starshells from ships of the task force . 
H.any y,·ere low on fuel and made water l an(ii.ngs . CA.NB&liRA maneuvered 
i ndependently and rescued two aviators from YOHK~OHN and one from HOR'II;"ST. 
The followi ng day CANBK.RHA 1 s scouting planes picked up several more downed 
aviators as the task force steamed in the v:i.cini ty of the battle . At 
sundown of 21 J une the pursui t of the Japanese Fleet was abandoned and 
another strike was made on hro J ima before return to Eniwetok on 27 Ju::.e 
1944. Aga in off Iwo Jima on 4 July> CA.NBEFRA. formed with a bombardment 
group to shall the east side of that i sland) starting many fires and 
expl os i ons in the area of the southern cirfield. She then screened the 
carr iers during repeated air strikes on Guam and Rota i n the Marianas 
Isl ands , and aga i nst the Southern Palau Isle.ncls , retur ni ng to Enivretok: on 
2 August 1944 . Duri ng these operations CANBERRA ' s scouting planes often 
performed resc ue missions in company Hith carrier planes . 

At Eniwetok the designation of Task Force 58 was changed to 1usk Force 
38 with CANBERR~ assigned to Vice Admiral J . S . McCain's Task Group 38.1 
which i ncluded carriers HORNET, WASP, BELLEAU 'n'OOD> and COHPENS. The task 
group sailed on 29 Augus t for strikes a gains t the Palau Islands, then 
arrived off the Philippines for repea t ed strikes aga inst airfields and 
shipping, with inte rvening action 15-16 September in support of the l ar.dings 
on iv1orotc.i Island. Heturning to Manus , /•.dmirelty Islands for replenisbent, 
C.A.J'i"BER...RA departed with the Task Force on 2 October 194L~. The carrie r olanes 
attacked Ok inawa on 10 October and the task force arrived off Formosa ;n 
l2 October to commence s tri kes ogainst t hct i s l and . At dusk an e~emy air 
raid was r epel led without damage to ships of the Task Group. 
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Strikes were continued c.gainst Formo:;a 0::1 13 October 19Lf4. .!\ t 1633, 
eneuy r l anes attacked the Task Group . ~DH·ee were splashed upon npp.coec:h 
but fo ur others came in l ow on the starboard quarter for a r un on CAtC.-GH..RA 
who shot dmm three of the enemy . , The remaining p l ane managed to lauc~h 
a t o:medo before it was shot do•m i n fla:ues about 1500 ynrds aste:m. 
CANBERll.A received the torpedo hit bebreen number 3 and 4 fireroo:ns . .4. 
l arge bnll of flame shot up about mast high ancl CANBR..iiRJ\ was j oltecl 1.ri th a 
whip sensation, f ore and aft . A few minutes later she was dead i n t he 
water wi th both ad joinin3 enginerooms f loodE:d. 

CANBERRA was t aken in tow by HICHITA . During the night a t ask g:-oup 
of four cruisers, six destroyers and two escort carriers under comman2 of 
Rea1· Admiral L . T . DuBose W8 S formed to protect the crippled ship. The 
remainder of the Task Force i nterposed itsel f be tween thi s group a nd t!'.e 
J apanese bases on Forrnosa . HICHI 'J'.A relinquished tow of CANBERRA to f'2.eet 
t ug f.fUNSEE in the early mcrnir.g of 14 October . That n~.ght t he crui se::­
HOUSTO.N which had t aken CA.~fJ3E.RBA ' s forme r s creening station was torpe::oed 
by an enemy dive bomber. HOUS'I'ON ~.;as t aken in t ow by cruiser BOSTON and 
joined the group on 15 October for retiremei.lt t oward Uli thi . The towir:.g 
and escort group -yras appropriately nicknamed "CripDi v l." 

On 16 October 1944, enemy planes attacked "CripDiv 1". Planes from 
·COWPE.US downed most of t he enemy but a few slipped through ancl one torpedo 
bomber scored another torp edo hit into the starboard s ide of HOUST'ON . This 
enemy plane wa s splashed by gunfire from CA!ffiERRA. 

Learning that the Japanese believed "CripDiv l" to be the battered. 
r emnants of the Third Flee t, Admiral Hals ey determined· !.lo use "CripDiv l" 
as "BaitDlv 1" to lure the J e,panese fleet into the open. Accord:Lngly, he 
withdrew two task groups out of sight t o the vest and stationed anothe::- to 
t he east . The trap almost s ucceeded . Vice Admira l Shima ' s Second Striking 
Force sortied from the Inland Sea of Japa n. But upon being attacked by 
planes f rom BUif.tillR HILL he decided that more was l eft of the Third Fleet 
t han met the eye and discreetl y r etired . CANB.EHRA r eached Ulithi o~. 27 
October and underwent temporary repairs vhich enabl ed her to be towed to 
M,:..nus , Admiralty Island·.s where she arrived on 17 November for repairs in a 
floating drydock . 

On 13 J anuary 1945, CA NBERRA departed Manus , Admira l ty Islands er.:route 
to the east coast of the United .States. She a rrived at the Boston Navj· Yard 
on 16 February and remained for perr:1ene:nt repairs unti l 17 October 1945 when 
she sailed for local operations i n Casco Day, Maine , thence via :Baltimc.re 
for refresher t raining vhile based at Guantanano Bay , Cuba . Upon comple tion 
of the training period she t ransited the Panama Canal and arri ved at Sa:1 
Pedro , Celifornia , on 14 December 1945. [be was moored at San Francisco 
f'rom 9 J a nuary t o 29 March 1946, then d.epr::n·ted for pre -inactivation in t.he 
Puget Sound Naval Shipyard, Bremerton, Wa s hington. She arrived at Bre~erton 
on 1 April 1946 a nd rema i ned at that port , beir.g placed o ut of c orr_'"Jission i~~ 
r eserve on 7 March 194'{ . 
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On 4 J anuary 1952 C.tuffiF.HHA 1 s hnll c:lHssific:~Uon and numbe.r" vab che.nged 
from CA-70 to CAG-:?. She ;;as tm·:'~d fro··. B!'~:·.::~rton to the y<::.rd. o.f the New 
York [;hj.plmildinG Corporntion of Cmnden , Ne'n· Jersey, vhere conver::; . .Lon to a 
guided missile heavy cruiser was commenced o~ 30 June 1952 . 

USS CA!IDERI\A ( CAG 2) was reccmmissioneC. at the Philadelphia l'Toval 
Sb1.p:rard on 15 J t:ne 1956 under command of Captain Chru:les T . l·1aw·o .· USN . 
On 22 August she sa:ll8d. for training exe1·cises in the area of tl:~ V:lrginia 
Capes , th2nce via Ilorfoll': and Charlestoz1 on shalwdown training cruise to 
Gusntar:.:lmo Bay, Cuba. Her train:Lng period in the CarlhJean inclucl~J. visits 
to Port-au-Prince, Haiti, anJ. Kingston, J amaica . She returned to Norfolk 
on 13 December 1956 and after post- shakeda>m repa irs ssiled on 4 February 
1957, enroute to Guontanamo Bay as fla t,5hip of Rear Adm:lral Daspit, Ccr1mander 
Cr uise r Division SIX . She returned to Norfolk on 24 February 1957 to resume 
local oper ations from that port. 

On 14 March 1957 CA,)fi:ERI'A embarked President Ei senhower , enroute for 
conference with Great Br·:.-~.o.in 1 .s Prime Minis ter McMillan at Bermuda vhere 
she arrived on 20 March 1957· 

CAN13ERRA r eturned to Norfolk on 24 March 1957 and continued operations 
from that port until September . On 12 June 1957, she served as a reviewing 
ship for the International Naval Hevie"' in Earr,pton Roads, Hi th S~"cretary of 
·Defense Charles \vilson embarked . The next day sl_le soiled wi th t.Udshipmen 
for a surrn1er training crui se to the Caribbean . Ports of cal~ during this 
crui se included Santos , Brazil; San Juan , Puerto Rico , and Guantanomo Bay, 
Cuba. She returned to Norfolk on 5 Augus t 1957 . 

On 3 September 1957, CANBERRA departed Norfolk for European \-.'eters . 
She arrived at Largs, Scotland, on ll~ September and three days l ater put 
to sea to participate wlth combined units of t he Nort h Atlantic Treaty 
Organization in " Operation Strikeback'' which was conduc ted in the North 
Atlcmtic and North Sea areas. On 28 Eepterncer she sailed for the 
Mediterranean, arriving at Suda Bay, Crete , 7 October to join units of the 
Sixth Fleet . This tour of duty in the Mediterranean included calls at such 
ports as Izroir, Turl<ey; Phaleron Bay, Greece; Napl es , Italy; and Barcelom'l , 
Spsin. She departed Gibraltar on 28 Februery and returned to Norfolk on 
9 t-1arch 1958 . 

On 11 April 1958 CANBEHRA departed Norfolk for refresher tralning 
•·:bile based at Guantanamo Bay, thence to the area off Mayport , Florida ) 
fo r exercises with USS F'OHRESTAL before return to Norfo1l~ on 10 May 1958 . 
She ;:an designated ceremonial flag~hi:p for the selecti on .cf the ·lfl')Y...r..o-vr. 
of World ivar II . On 26 t1ay she made rer:dezvous in the area of the Virginia 
Capes >..-i th destroyer BLAi'IDY who ha<.l sailed from Naples wHh the un.'mo.,-n 
of the European Theater of Horld. ~far II, and BOSTON (CAG-1) which had 
sailed from Guantan~mo Bay with the caskets of the Uru~Low~s of' the Pacific 
'Iheater of World Har II and the Korean Har. BOSTON rece i ved the Un!moW':'l 
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from TI!.!li!DY . All caskets we re the n tra:"!.;fe~:--ed by hi~h-linc Ln cen•:·:~:1h1.l 

ship CJL·:BE~i1A vlherc the final scl ecUon '.las 1.~acle bvL.·:e<'n the tHo Uh' •.'Y.-ins of 
Ho.l.'Jd Har II by Hospitalman Jo'in;t Class ':!illia_m R. Charrctte, u:;r:, I•>2-'!aJ. o::· 
Honor reccpient of Lundington, I•ii chigan . The selected UnknOim:; of the Korean 
Hn.r and i-lorld Har II \vere then transferred to destroyer BL/\NDY for tr:.nspo~t 
to the Hashington Navy Yard , Hashinc;ton , D. C. and enshrim,ment on I•i2:::oria::.. 
Day , 30 May 1958 , in the Arlington National Cemetery besi.dc tlLE: •romb of the 
UnlmO\m Soldi e r of Horld h'a r I . 'I'he unselected UnknO\m 1-ras buried. at. sea 
'1-T.i.th milita ry honors by CAN13ERR/\ . 

CAJ.IJBERRA departed Norfolk on 9 J'une 1958 for a Midshipmen training 
cruise t ha·::. t ook her t o Virt;o , Spain; Goteborg , S~oreden ; and Ams t e rdam. 
She returned to Norfolk on 7 August 1958 and briefly called at Nev Yo:rk 
before overhaul in the Norf olk Naval Shipyard . She began a s econd Horld 
Cruise 3 March 1960 , sailing from Norfolk via t he Panama Canal and San D::.ego 
to j oin i n the Coral Sea celebration ceremonies at Sydney , Australia ( 2-J.l~ 
1-iay) . After operat i ons 1vi th the Seventh Fleet in waters r anging from the 
Philippines to J apan a nd Hong Kong , she transited the Suez Canal for 
operations in the Mediterranean before crossing the Atlantic for return 
to Norfolk on 2~ October 1960 . She joined in the quaran Line of Cuba 
durine the Russian MissiJe Cri s is i n the Fall of 1962 and dcpar Led the 
East Coast in October 1963 to homeport at Sa:-1 Diego as a unit of the Pacific 
Fleet. 

On 5 January 1965 CANBERRA sailed fr om San Diec;o foy the Hes t ern 
Po.cific , operating for G3 continuous days at sea as a t emporar y Radar 
Control Station Da Nang , South Vie tnam. Her second Vi etnam Har dep.lo;-.rn1ent , 
February to June 1966 , found he r rendering naval gunfire suppor L for 
fri endly shore- based unit s in the Vietnam Ha r zones of combat. On 
11 October 1966 , she again sailed t o j oin t he Seventh Fleet . From t he 
t ime of her arrival in October until she lift the line in Apri.L 1967 , she 
fired more than 2),000 r ounds of e;unfire support . The cruiser participated 
in operations r a ng ing from ridlnc; shotgun for a truck convoy to supporting 
t he first full - scale landinc;s in the I4ekong Delta . In February 1967 , she 
steamed north t o j oin in "Operation SEA DR!\.GON" off North Vi etn n111 . Her 
mission f or ?5 cla.)rS 1-ras t o deny the sea to tne Horth Vlctnmncsc l oc;istic 
era f'L and disrupt the Vietw~zncse supply rle~ 1wrY: . During thi s time CAiiJ~RRA 
fired on m:i.li tary and supply targe t s in] <tnd a nd patroll ed the North Vie:;nc:.:r.ese 
cour; tal v atcrs , earuing a Meri t o r l ous Unit Commendation foy h e r effect.!. vc 
c oznba L operations . 

On 5 October 1967 , CAHBI!:RHA departed San Diego for her four th dcpJoyznent 
Lo the \·/estern Paci.f i.c .Ln three years . She fired mo1·e than 32 ,000 rou:1ds 
by 8 April 1968 irhen she cl~FJXted the line for r eLurn t o San Diego . O>·e r 
J 7, 000 round.s 1-:ere fired. iu CANBERRA ' s last 26 day s on the line . Durj r:(: 
this p<:l·iol she averaged 66!1 . 7 r ounds p er clay , OY one round every tvo 
miuute :.; and ten seconds . She uas a~o1arcled a second Her l t orious Unit 
Commendat i on . 
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On l J'.1ay 1968 , follmrinc lt ·:~r ret.,Jrn fr-:·::: Vjctnw:' , C~.:mHH/\ 'n~~' 
rec'l.es.ic;naLed the heavy crui!;cr C/\. '(0, :f'ol~ o ,.·i;,.:_: tucl ve: Y~'u ·s u:.; a 
fuided missile cruiser, CAG 2 . ller l'ift.I-, deployr..en t. to the \}e.; t.crn 
Pacific b ec;an wi-Lh her departure from Sr.:-J Diego on J 8 September J )168 . 
Dur ing this deployment she was t.he flags:.ip o f Rear Adml::·al D<.' v'id H. 
J3ae;Jey , Co:::.::::.tnder Cruiser-DesLroyer Force , U. S . Seventl. FJeeL . f:he 
returned to San Diec;o on 18 Ja11um·y 19G9 , hai hel· m.i.ssil c sys Lem remo .'~d 
during 18-J.~arch to 23 July , and entered the Hunter ' s Point No. val Ship:: n.rd. 
on 1 Octol•er 1969 for inac t.i vat ion . She d.econnissioneJ. 2 Februhry 1970 
and her na"'!:!e was struck from the Naval Vessel ReGister. 

CANBERRf.,. earned six b a-L t.le stars for operations in Horld Har IE 
and six battle s t.ars for oper·at.ions during the Vietnam Har as listed 
b eloH : 

1 Star/11.1\.HSHALL ISLANDS OPERATION : 
Occupat i on of Eniwetok fl.toll : 17-28 Feb 1944 

1 Star/ ASIATIC- PACIFIC RAIDS - 1941~ 
Palau , Yap, Ul iLhi, Ho1eai Ha i d : 30 !·iar- l Apr 19411 
Truk, Satmmn , Ponape Raid : 29 Apr-1 Hay 194lt 

1 Star /HOLLARDIA OPERNI.'ION: 21- 2lt Apr 19411 

1 Stur/HESTERN NEH GUINEA OPERATIONS : 
Morotai Landings : 15 Sep 1944 

1 Star /!Vlii.RI.I\BAS OPERA'riON : 
Capture and Occupat i on o (' Saipan : 11- 24 Jun 19111: 
First Bonins Raid : 15-16 Jun 191!4 
Battle of the Philippine Sea : 19-20 Jun 1911!~ 

Second Bonlns Raid : 24 Jun 1944 
1'hi rd Bonins Rai.d : 3 Jul 191111 
Capture & OccupnLion of Guam : 1 2- 15 J ul 19! 1 J~ 
Palau , Yap , UliLh.i Raid : 25-27 Jul 191~ 1 : 

l Star /H l·:S'.rERN CAHOIJII!E ISL.fliiDS OI'fi:H.A'riO~l : 

CtcpLure and Occup!lti.on of 'LhE:! Sou-:.hern Pala u Islands : 
6 Sep-14 Oct. 1944 

Assaults on Lhe Pbi .L:i ppi.ne Islands : 9 - 21• Sep 191~4 

1 St·lr/VlE'r:;J\11 J\.DVISOJ{Y CtJ~PAIGN : 7 t1Hy 1965- 12 Hay 1965 

.l Star /VlE'i'Nflr,lESE COUI!TElWFFJ~rWIVE , PHJ\S:S II : 
9 Uov 1966-13 Nov 1966 

15 Hov 1966- 19 Nov 1966 
21 Ho v 1 966- 23 .l'!ov 1 966 
28 Jan 1967- 7 Feb J967 
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1 Star /VI ET1ifi>1.ESE COUNTEROFFEliS1 VE , PHASE III; 

J6 Dec 1967-19 Dec 1967 
9 Jru1 1968-13 Jan 1968 

1 Star /T?.;i' COU1~TEROFFENSJVE 
211 Feb 1968-27 Feb 1968 
14 I,!ar 1968- 1 Apr 1968 

4 Apr 1968-6 Apr 1968 
8 Apr 1968 only 

1 Star /VIE'l'lUuVJESE COUNTEROFFENSIVE , PHP.S:t: V: 
21 Oct 1968- 24 Oct 1968 
10 Nov 1968-14 Nov 1968 

1 Star /VIE'l'IJ.t.J.l COUNTEROFFENSIVE OPERATI02'1 , PHASE VI 
30 Nov 1968- 2 Dec 1968 

6 Dec 1968- 12 Dec 1968 
15 Dec 1968- 18 Dec 1968 

MERITORIOUS UHIT CQt.1HENDATION - VIETNAM 
9 February 1966- 8 June 1966 

MERI'l'ORIOUS UNIT COMME:NDATION - VIETNAI·1 
17 Oct 1967- 19 Apr 1968 

-·r-

HIS'.:.'JRY CW u.:s C/.:i.BE~W\ 

( C~G 2) 


